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Social Media: Beware and Be Aware

Widespread technological advances can create great changes in society. Twentieth century

technological changes such as cars, televisions and computers each had dramatic effects on our world, both

ical developments has been soci: 5
ow users to create and share \

'
the 21

entury, one of the biggest technolc

positivegnd negative

1 computer applications t

medis cdia refers to websites

information, ideas, and pictures/videos in virtual communitieSTLike other technological ch

lia 1s changing society. Unfortunately, many of these char

CS dre ne;

One of the most important of these effects is confusion betwee
—_—
al relationships we have Willh hundreds of people ]
nd energy on virtual “friendships™ and

sometimes ignore people in their lives. This can weaken real relationships

have with friends and family in the real world and the cas

on line. Social scientists say that many people spend a lot of tim

No one can deny thai social media can help people work. For example, many businesses are using
it to communicate with their customers. Unfortunately, this can have a negative effect on productivity. l_
Many employees spend a lot of time communicating with friends instead of doing their work. Indeed, one
study reported that Facebook decreases office productivity by 1.5 Similarly, students are often distracted
by social media when using their computers to do their school work

Finally, social media decreases pr

vacy. Many people post a lot of information about their personal

lives. They write things that strangers can read that they would never tell them in person. This informat
can be dangerous in the wrong hands. In addition, because the information remains online indefinitely.
can have serious consequences years after. For example, it may be fun to post pictures of you and your

1on

friends at a “crazy™ party, but a future employer may not be so amused

Social media is not going to disappear, but by realizing some of its dar
s. Use social media to your advantage. Beware of its dangers

gers, we may be able to

7

limit its most harmful effec and be aware of

how you are using it
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